THE   TITANIC   ADVERSARY

\vith a view to the spiritual reform of the Church. Now,
after his first success, a number of persons whose out-
looks were utterly foreign to his purpose and whose ideas
were far from being evangelical in complexion, gathered
round Luther to pick up any advantages that might
accrue and thus to exploit the great man for their own
purposes. Gradually, a nucleus formed itself around the
master, handy material for a future party, preparing the
way for the advent of a new religious system. But long
before the massed troops of Protestantism were
assembled, a general staff had been formed, among
whom were Melanchthon, Spalatinus, priests, aristocrats,
and scholars. Ambassadors from other lands looked on
inquisitively to see what would be the upshot of these
activities in Electoral Saxony, wondering whether this
ruthless fellow might not be fashioned into a wedge to be
hammered into the structure of the empire. A finely
meshed web of political diplomacy was slowly being
woven round Luther's purely ethical and moral claims.
His intimate circle of adherents was on the look out for
allies, and Melanchthon, who knew very well what an
uproar the publication of Luther's An Address to the
Mobility of the German Xation would create, pressed the
demand that so noteworthy an authority as Erasmus,
celebrated for his unpartisanship throughout the
scholarly world, should be won over to the evangelical
cause. In the end Luther yielded, and on March 28,
1519, he for the first time addressed himself personally to
Erasmus.

Flattery and an excess of polite diction were such
habitual phenomena among humanistic correspondents
that we need not be surprised at the exaggerated self-
abasement expressed in the opening sentences of this
celebrated letter. "What man alive has not his mind
full of thoughts concerning Erasmus? Whom has he
not taught, whom does he not govern?55 And the
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